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Weddings and conferences
are popular on site with 
Thunderbird Park capable of 
offering three beautiful 
wedding sites — Island Glade, 
The Sanctuary or the Miner’s 
Lantern Club Lounge. 

The park also boasts the 

enchanting Rainforest 
Restaurant, the Rainforest 
Grill & Lounge Bar and the 
Terrace kiosk, The menus are 
outstanding.

An added attraction is 
breakfast with the birds where 
every day from 8-10am, the 

restaurants are surrounded by 
lorikeets and kookaburras. 
The kookas love to be handfed 
strips of bacon, but they are 
also quick to pinch your 
breakfast sausages. 

Thunderbird Park is about
an hour’s drive from Brisbane 

and 40 minutes from the Gold 
Coast and is ideal for day trips, 
family holidays, conferences, 
corporate groups, weddings, 
camps and backpackers.
The author was a guest of 
Thunderbird Park and Cedar 
Creek Lodges.

Prehistoric delights suggested by the site.

■ THE Tweed Valley is not a 
place where you might expect 
to find a castle but lovers of 
the Renaissance experience 
need travel no further than 
Uki west of Murwillumbah. 

Poised on the top of a cliff,
the Castle on the Hill is 
enticing and very different. 

Not only is it a bed and 
breakfast, but it is the Science-
Art Research Centre of 
Australia. 

Built from local quarry 
stones and heavy timber two 
decades ago by Professor 
Robert Pope and Robert 
Todonai (both internationally-
acclaimed artists) and Irene 
Brown, who hosts activities 
and cooks, it provides guests 
with a different experience.

There are fascinating rock 
gardens guarded by sculptured 
gargoyles and dragons and a 
private subtropical rainforest. 

Inside the castle are two 
beautiful bedrooms – the Earl’s
Chamber and the Lady’s 
Chamber. The Grand Hall, 
meanwhile, seats 50 people 
and is used for wedding 
receptions and functions.

The Castle on the Hill is 
located at 90 Bonny Doon 
Road, Uki, in Tweed Valley. 

For more information go to 
castleonhill.com

■ DIRECT flights between 
Canada and Queensland will 
launch in June 2016, bringing 
12,000 extra visitors and more 
than $24 million to the state.

Minister for Tourism and 
Major Events Kate Jones said 
the Palaszczuk Government 
had secured the Air Canada 
service between Vancouver 
and Brisbane through the 
Attracting Aviation 
Investment Fund (AIFF).

“The Air Canada service is
the first direct flight between 
Queensland and Canada,” Ms 
Jones said. “The new direct 
route better connects the state 
with the growing North 
American market, which 
recorded significant growth in 
visitation in the year ending 
December 2014.”

Brisbane Airport 
Corporation chief executive 
Julieanne Alroe said a new 
direct service between 
Brisbane and Vancouver was 
worth celebrating.

“Attracting new airlines to 
new destinations is hugely 
competitive and we’re thrilled 
to welcome Air Canada, one of 
North America’s leading 
airlines, which has committed 
its flagship aircraft to 
Queensland,” Ms Alroe said.

Thunderbird Park is go
The ruins of Delphi, in Greece, are an awe-inspiring place to visit.

Historical ruins in Greece prove a wonder for visitors to the area
THE Sanctuary of Apollo at 
Delphi, Greece, is an awe-
inspiring place for both visitors 
and the Greeks.

Located in the foothills of
Mount Parnassos, 180km 
north of Athens, the site is 
located between two 
enormous mountain rock 
areas called The Phaidriades 
and extends across terraces 
that overlook Pleistos Valley. 

The first excavations began
in 1838 and were completed in 
1935.

However, for many 
centuries, this was both the 
religious and spiritual centre 
of Ancient Greece and the 

geographical centre of the 
world, Grandmother Earth or 
Ge. 

The first traces of 
inhabitation go back to the 
Mycenaean times (4-11BC).

During this time, the cult of
Apollo was established at 
Delphi believing the god lived 
there, having first killed the 
python that guarded the 
Oracle of Ge. 

The Sanctuary of Delphi 
took shape from 8-9BC when 
buildings and votives 
dedicated to Apollo were 
erected. 

Worshippers flocked there
to seek the advice of the god 

and the Oracle, first purifying 
themselves in Kastalia Spring.

The god’s oracles were 
uttered by the Pythia – the 
priestess of the shrine – and 
interpreted by the priests of 
Apollo. 

Time passed. The Pythian
games launched in 582BC. 

These precursors to the 
Olympic Games were held 
every four years to honour 
Apollo and commemorate his 
victory over the python. 

A stadium located on the 
mountain side seated 6500 
spectators who would cheer 
on athletes as they ran the 
177m x 25m track.

The mythical implications
and sacred wars to control 
Delphi (and the Oracle) went 
on until 191BC when the 
Romans became the masters, 
looting its treasures.

Today, as you enter the 
pathway you will see the 
reconstructed Athenian 
Treasury, the Stoa of the 
Athenians, the Theatre at 
Delphi (with its 35 terraced 
rows that can seat 5000 
spectators), the remains of the 
Temple of Apollo and the 
beautiful Tholos with three 
Doric columns.
visitgreece.gr/en/culture/
world_heritage_sites/delphi 

TRAVEL BITES

GETTING up to adventure 
takes on a whole new meaning 
at Mt Tamborine’s 
Thunderbird Park.

For me, it means 
summoning plenty of courage 
as I take on an incredible 
adventure, tackling 100 tree 
top rope and wire challenges 
spread over six different 
courses and 2.5 hectares of 
natural bushland. 

This high-flying challenge
takes participants on 10 
suspended bridges, whizzing 
along 10 huge, 130m flying 
foxes plus doing an adrenaline 
pumping free-fall skyfall jump.

Thunderbird Park sees 
history and more modern day 
adventure activities combine 
in 112 hectares of rainforest. 

Accommodation is in the
stylish two-bedroom Cedar 
Creek Lodge which backs onto 
the picturesque Cedar Creek. 

The lodge has everything
you need, making it difficult 
to leave. 

It is one of a number of 
different accommodation 
styles which include family 
holiday homes, contemporary 
rooms such as the Frog, 
Platypus, Wallaby, Lorikeet 
and Mill lodges, bunkhouses 
(with self-catering facilities) 
and excellent camping sites.

All are set within a great 
rainforest location.

The origins of the area go
back about 200 million years 
ago when a geological 
phenomenon of volcanic 
eruptions and upheavals 
formed bubbles in silica-rich 
material.

As the molten lava cooled,
steam trapped inside formed 
expanding bubbles and crystal 
fibres grew in the centre of 
these (now rocks) forming 
what are now called 
Thundereggs.

When the rocks are cut 
open in layers, the beautiful 
interiors are exposed and are 
greatly prized by collectors.

You too can go fossicking
for them in the park.

For those looking for 
dynamic activities, there are 
the Treetop Challenge, Laser 
Skirmish, some fantastic horse 
trail rides and an 18-hole mini 
golf course. 

If that’s not enough, there
are beautiful bush walks or 
you can swim in the pool or 
enchanting Cedar Creek.

Adventure holidaymakers enjoy the challenges posed by this high-flying challenge at Thunderbird Park.

GRAHAM STEPHENSON

Go fossicking for Thundereggs like these.


